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PJl(I( '?Bl BDl'r Cll IS CII.Ull 

1'8 '4DtJAL' B&LLOI', Blawllere 7ou. will He the reeult or the 
"l'Otillg. Thou.ch I - 110 panhr I• u jut tor tun adopt :raoillc 
perlance an4 eq it wu a photo tilliah. 1J1th a tarlona to go .,
ent17 bad a sl16ht lead onr BrHH lalltle7 1a "Lnison", but it 
prc,or..t to haw aore ataeeina an4 wu tint pan the pen. l!Olff 
JtDtilla'- '!Jlamff" _ D1ch .ha4.lleea ~ ......... tlli .M - ""11 • 
rw,h 8' the tiniah an4 llille bad to be ooeetant w1 th third. pl&oa. 
11arr7 e-r a co•e, "Blaki-" wu a pllant taurih. The 11m 
beat npportecl entri•• nra wall in Ille :rwm1..., or thoae DOt 
amtioaecl in the bent,,. all ba4 triama, not - bet,.. kileol ott • 
.l.Dd .... I'll l'eflri to Ille -vi. with whioh I ue aoat t-1Uar, 

It wu reall7 a -t -11~ an4 graUf)ing oODtNt, 'PIie 
onl7 ..... wu that there - a -ber who ware eli81bh to •ol• 
who 41d Doi tl'Ollble to p to the poll, Bowewr, thet'a alwa,J"e the 
caee in UQ' OolltNI, 
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There was v ery little criticism . A few euggeeted there was 

too much of one ee otion , or too li tt l e of anot her - t he one they 

were particularly i nterested in , of cours e. I do think , though , 

we could ea, it was fair shares for a ll aa far as was humanly 

posei bl e. And now to 
''rBE llJ!W ' AliJIUAL' 1 With this issue ;you will find the now 

familiar f orms, and with them I should like to have a little boa.rt 

to heart talk , You know t hat in the oarl;y months of this you I 

had to re l uctan t ly make public t he fact that qui te c. lot of eubs 

were owing (a f,,.,, still are , ovan n"" ) , I was so sorry I had to do 

s o , especially as there were special circumstances which I frankly 

exp l ained . 
!low, aa the order forms go out so ea r ly , I don ' t think i t 

reasonable to i:iake it a condition ' cash with order' , lut I mvo at 

least a rlgbt to expect •cash on deliv ery'. So please send order 

and ques ti onnaire forme as soon as over possible - t hat is a great 

he l p - and cash , well - a gentleman ' s agreement, shall we say? 

As for articles - well my f il e i s beginning to look very 

attractive , Len Packman has already sen t along "Cedar Creek - the 

School in the llackwoode". It's good. Then Len has spent quite a 

lot of time at Fleet11'8¥ House obtaining information fo r the "100 

Years of Boye• Weeklies" feature . He hasn ' t left many geps to fill 

in , but t here a re j ust a few datee I may ask for ;your help w1 th a. 

li t tl e la t er on. 
From Jack lfllrt aeh in !ew Zealand , baa come along an a rtic l e on 

the St . Franke s t ories in t he 3d. Nugget Library . Charlie Wright 

baa complet ed hi s on the f amous il din es an d compl ete ie t he righ t 

word. Anot her well -written effo rt which will particularly in t er est 

old - timers ia "Some Jack Sam & Peter Reprints " by W.T. Tburbon . 

An ' Annual I woul d be poor er w1 th out RoSer J enlcine , but t hat 

won 't happen thie t i me. Re ie bue;y on "Red ~et lla61•"• An 

appetising flavour abou t tha t , ien • t there? Mervyn Lewie whose 

cov er sketches for t he C.D. have been so much admired has sent a 

page of "notable Gre;yfriara cbaracte r a" . They made me sit up and 

take notic e , I can assure you, for the y are rea l ly delightful. 

So you ' ll see wo•v e got nicely going. That isn ' t t o sq 

thoro won't be room t or yours , 

• * * * * 
A VJ!l'IBAN Alll'HOR IIISPIRES A lll!if OllE I In our Ma;r numbor we pub-

lisbod t he first arti c le by Derck Smith . As I s"1d at tho time 
_,,,.,.._...,_.,..,_, __ _ ,,,_,.,,,.,..,,,.,.,,.,_ ,,, _ _ Of_ottMI"_"'_,_ ,,.,. __ ,,_ , __ .,,.,, __ 
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to myself whon I road bis manuscript, "lly word I this chap can 
write!". Well, evident l y, eomeono else thought so too, for , as 
you will see from the "Lettor :Box" he has just had a detective 
story published. It was a nice gesture to dedicate it to Frank 
Rich ards. The ti tlo sounds intril!"ing and I am sure yr,a will all 
wish him luck. 

Derek tells me he is now busy on a novel. 

* * * * 
PERSOJIAL PAR. Just after I had sent off the June C.Ds . my own 
mail brought a pleasant surprise - a Corona tion Medal. I should 
like to take this opportunity of thanking th ose friends who, 
getting to know, so promptly sent me congratulations. 

Yours sincerely, 

BERBER!' LECKEIIBY. 

}JF)JJJJrJOJJJF)J}f) 
Compiled by IIE!lBERl' LECICENllY 

*** 
BUlll'ER ON T.V. AGAIN! Said Robert Cannell in the "Daily Express" 
June loth, r eferring to 1~he Course of Just ice" series; "Among 
l ast night ' s act ors was a man T. V. viswers know well in a very 
different role. Actor Gerald Campion, pla:,ing a barrow boy has 
be en seen before - as llilly llunter, hero of th e famous Oreyfriars 
schoolboy stories. \'/bile rehearsing for last night ' s programme, 
Campion has been gotting ready for another lluntor story. Just one 
for tho time being." 

Hero, you • 11 note Robert Cannell calls him. lleen called a 
f ew oth er things in hie time, hasn 't he? 

Later . It's on July Jtb. 

* * * * * 
lloet of you probab l y tak o th o "Radio Times" and would thus 

spot tho let tor which severely "admonished II Douglas Robinson for 
hi s alleged ignorance on tho Hamilton papers . As most likely you 
don't keep your copios, howovor, and as some may not hnvo soon it , 
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it is worth putting on record bore, for to us who C!lll claim to 
know a little of Hamilton loro it was very smuaing. Hore it is,-

THE OR!Gl!IAL'CAD' 1 The item in "Both Sides of the llicrophone" · 
about "Cardew the Cad" 1e interesting, but I think that "listeners 
who remember will agree with me that the original characte r was 
called Carthew not Cardew. The school conce rned was Rookwood not 
St . Jim~lthough the "Gem" occasionally carried a Rookwood 
story, it was principally i-;;-"the Popular that this school was 
featured under Frank Richards• second pseudonym of OV/en Conquest . 
Perhaps Vr. Douglas Robinson should divert some of bis research 
from Red Indians to pre-war schoolboy literature! J.G. Halliday, 
Harrogate, Yorlcehire. 

Well, having chuckled over that, especially the last sentence, 
I bet many of you loot no time in getting off a letter to the 
editor of the 11Radio Times" . Ben Whiter, that alert secretary of 
our London Club certainly did for hi e r eply, putting llr , 
Halliday effectively • on th e spot•, appeared a fortnight later, 
the earliest poeei bl e moment, 

I wrote somewhat sarcastica lly, I fear, saying "seldom had 
I eeen so many mistakes in so fsw lines" and closing with the 
comment "Vr. Halliday really shouldn't have wri tten that last 
eentence 11

• 

llr. Halliday i e apparently a Yorlcshireman, If hie full 
address bad been published we of th e Northern Club would have felt 
inclined to oordially invite him to a Leeds meeting, to restore 
his memory and s how him a few "Card.ew Gems". 

MflW&Y here's what 'Uncle Benjamin' said. 
"Your corrospondont, J, G. Halliday writing abou t the original 

"Cardow tho Cad" has his information badly mixed up, The Rookwood 
stories by Owen Conquest fi r st appeared in the Beys ' Friend !lo. 715 
dated February 20th , 1915, whereas the .!!!!, was first published in 
1907, There was a ~ Carthew of Roolcwood, but he was only a 
minor character. Ralph Recjcness Cardew was in hie heyday about 
th e 19201 e - the "Golden Age" of the Gem, 

l'e number grest authori t iee on old boys • books among our 
members and I can assure you that llr . Douglas Hobineon• a facts 
about 11Cardew the Cad.11 are correct . This is vouched for by our 
president Charles Hamilton - the author of the stories in queatial. 
Benjamin o. ilbiter, Hon, Sec. Old llo:ve' Book Club, London , ll'.22. " 
Congrats. Ben. That• 11 learn him • ................ __ .,._,,_ ... "'_ ................... -.- .......... - ·-·~ ... ·----· ... -........ , .................. ___ ,, ... _ .................. ~ .... 
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Last All8U•t we quoted extensively from an artic l e which had 
appeared in the "Sydney Morning Herald" written by llr. Edward C. 
Snow, wbo for some years had been a sub-editor on the papers with 
which this column is concerned. Well llr. Snow saw a cop,- of that 
All8U8t C. D. and recently I had the pl easure of receiving a l ong and 
very in t eresting let ter fr an him. I had ventured to suggest that 
his memory had failed him in one or tw o instances as when it se emed 
to appea r that llunter wasn't at Greyfriars when the Magnet started . 
llr. Snow took my oriticism in good part but as sures me th at the 
heading ''Then Bunter Arrived" was not in hi s m.s. but was i nserted 
by the Li terary Editor of the newspaper. Kr. Snow goes on to say 
that owing to this and some other a lter at i ons or add i tions that 
were made to his article , a controversy arose 1n the co lumns of 
the paper, and the editor declin ed to publish llr . Snow's 
explanations. Well, w1 thout going ns far as to use any Bevanisms 
sane of us co.n f ee l f or Kr. Snow for we have been misquoted by 
r eporters who knew not the Gem or llagnet, (it honestly 1s true Jnck 
and Geor~e and any other member of the profession who wi ll be read 
ing this) and it can be exasperating . 

Howsver, llr. SnOII' goes on to 011 of some i nte resti ng items 
of news concerning his activities on the papers. For instance, 

"I had e leven sketches published being the maps of Greyfriare 
and St, J1ms in th e Hol1dey Annuals 1922 - 3 and in the Gem St. Jims 
Jlews Aug-Dec . 1921. I was the originntor of the st. Jims Hewe 
supplement and its chief contributor for th o first nine months. 
The Who's Who in th e Holiday Annuals 1921- 2- 3-4 were also mine . 11 

Well, quite a lot of Hamiltonians greatly value those Who's 
Who's especially, and they will be interested to hoar whom they 
havo to thank for them . 

llr. Snow alao saya tha t the companion papers had an aggregate 
circu l ation of a millio n and a quarter at their peak and that as 
far back as 19}6 in the bad weather of the Battle of the Solllllle and 
its overflow into southern England, the Companion Papers wers found 
t o be th e best antidote to the 'blu es • - being of more l asting 
s t imuls.tion than alc ohol 11

• 

llr. Snow often met llr. Halllil ton and !Ir. Chapman in Room 57 at 
Fleetway House and is interes ted to bear th at there are hope s of 
an autobiography from Mr. Chapman. 

In a 0C111Dent on the U.J. and the Nelson Lee Library, Mr. Snow 
is of the opinion that the introduction of American gangsterism 

spelt _ the . begiMing _of the - end for both . ..... - .................. ,-····-- ·--·--··"""·····-···--··-···· 
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Well, I am hoping to hear further fr()III llr. Sn"" ere long. 

* * * * * 
TIOO! "RBPLY": You won't, of course, have forgotten that epistle 
tho llereeysido Club received from Floetw113 Bouse in resp onse to 
th eir appeal for the return of the ~et. It caused no little 
uproar and aeveral of our members were not content to let it reet 
there. One i,ho wrote strongly was Stanley Smith, and he succeeded 
in d:rawing, at leut a reasoned reply. Be ki ndly gave it to me to 
J'.'lblish for you all to see . 

27th 11ay, 1953. 
"Dear Mr. Smith, 

Thank you for your long letter of the 17th which I found 
very interesting. As odito r of the Comet I was vary intereste d 
in your comments regarding the Greyfriars stori es . These st ori es 
I took out of th o Comot because I fow,d little or no response to 
them fran our modern generation of ehi ldr on. The l et t ors recaiwi 
from roadars at tho timo thoy wore running indic ated a disappoint
ingly small interest, and since taking tho stories out I havo not 
had any letters protoeting about it from the pr esen t genera tio n 
of Comet readers. I have, howovor, bad a tow l etters from people 
like yoursolf whoso memori es of th o writings of Charles Hamilton 
aro vory precious. We have como to tho conc lusion that tho 
interest that undoubtedly ons ts in Gr oyfriars, St. Jim's, otc., 
ie a nostalgic ono. 

I think the above explanation probably covers the point you 
raise regarding llr. Webstor•s lotter. I can only think that the 
original reply he r ocei ved from us must have come from one of the 
Gonorsl Corrospondenco Dopartmonts. 

Thank you again for your v~r, consid er ab le interest. 
Yours very sinoerely, 

B. BOUIES. 

1'ow the faithful may not entiroly agree with what llr. Holmes 
a113s to Stanley, but he docs straightforwardly give tho .t..P's 
point of viow. Some ~ arguo that tho st ories in the •comet' were 
too short for a fair trial, ond point to tho success of the Bunter 
Booke which can't all be bought by the older genarations. Still 
personally, I can• t help wondering. I spend.'111;1 d~a among lfational 
Servicemen. In barraclc rooms and suard rooms I find copies ot 
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COCJics, b oth English and Amerioan, and the lolljf .lived Thomson 
papen 'Adventure ' and 1 Hotspur 1

• At times I have brought out a llagnet and aaked a l ad of eighteen or s o if he had ever se en it. 
Invariably he haa l ooked blank and said "!lo". So quiclclJ, haa time 
l)llSBed thnt I am apt t o fo rget that thirteen ;rears have gone since 
the llagnet died. If only it and the Gem had managed to survive the 
last irar as t he;r di d the first, the;r ma.v still have been serenely 
running on, aa much thought or b;r preeent da.v bo;rs aa th ose of 
t hree earlier deoade s, But , if the Mllgnet was reviv ed tods;r could 
it re oaver the l ost ;rean and t empt boye awa.v from the literature 
the;r have been brought up on? It's a b ig problem you know. 

* * * * * 
Among some very usefu l notes Jim Southwo;y se nt me s ome t i me 

ago I · noUced one particu larly int en sting item. It w&e that !lo. 
461 Bo;rs• Fri end Library (lat Serie s} "'!'he Prid e of the Kint' was 
written b;r C. R. Samways. Thie on the authorit;r of Fl eet wa.v Houee . 
!low the i nterest int point is that thi s was a reprint of the seri a.l 
which ren in th e first aeries or t he "Gr e;rfriara Herald" , t he au th or 
being gi ven at the time as liar!< Linley. What I am getting at is 
that if someone cou ld swot up the st ory and study the s t;rl e be 
could then perhaps be ab l e to trace some of the Gem and llagnet 
ato ries llr, Semways a l so 11Tote , for we know be was re s_ponsibl e for 
quite a number. illy volunteor a? 

* * * * * 
POl'rED P!RS Oll'.ALI'l'IES. 110. 8. 

B;r • Erio Fo;rne 
* • • 

l!R, SELBY. · n has been auggeated with some t~ th a tjhl, lllll.8.tJlrs 
orst. J im'sald norilie so int e resting a coll ec ti on as those a t 
Greyfr1ara. ot the St , Jim's "b ealcs" llr . Selb y prob ably presents 
the beat character study. l!e was more human, and conaequentl;r more 
believable than Horace Ratcliff , who was depicted in too exaggerated 
a sty le to ring the ball with any but the vary young . ' rt should be 
added that llr. Ratc liff waa conside rabl;r · modif ied in the poat ........,. 
s t. Ji.m's stories. ' 

llr. Selby presents a piotur e of a true-to-life eohoolmaater of 
a certain t;rpe, One who had grown old on hie j9b, who haa nenr rea lly underetood boys, who haa lo st anz ill usions he migbt once 
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have possessed., who has expected the worst from boys and has prob
ably found it. A rather pathetic study, llr. Sel by. 

The Third Form !laste r featured in some stories which must be 
classed among the Gem• s beet. In blue-cover days we find him in 
"SHOULDER TO SHOULDER", a fine tale of the more serious t;rpe, in 
which llr. Selby l ost his t emper when dealing with D'Arcy llinor . 
Wally, goaded beyond endurance, according to llartin Clifford , 
lase ooed hie maste r end bound him to a tree. A well-remembered 
yarn, for both Tom 14erry end Gusey told lies to sa ve Wally, - "tho 
first that Tom llerry had ever told". In the graphic account of 
"THE FLOODED SCHOOL" we found 14r. Se lby in f eud with the Terrible 
Thr ee , an:! Tom Merry bo oked for a fl ogging, - till he dived frcm 
tho study window to r escue th e irrit able form-m as t er in tho floocbl. 
quadrangle . 

Many years later came the fine eeriee where llr. Selby , who had 
been specu lating on the foreign e.xchanges , lost his thousend - freno 
banknote, and accused Frank Levison of stealing it. Thougb t his 
was really a story featuring the Levison brothers, it was the fine 
character painting of t he embarrassed and worried schoolmaster that 
captured the imagin at ion, - at aey rate, f or the more discerning 
reader . 

Roughly of the same vintage was "llAIIIIEBS HOLDS HIS OW" in 
which Manners took: a photograph of llr. Selby li sten ing at a key 
hole, - and th e She ll fellow veri tab ],y bl ackmai led the master by 
holding the incriminating snapshot over hie head. Sane clever 
pen-pi ctures here. (Manners had done the same thing, years before, 
1n a ligbt er story , - "THE SCAMPS OF THE SCHOOL", but the charac 
ter work was more developed in the lat er ya.m, - and in any case, 
the plot was worth repeating). 

Later came the SIIEATH aeries , 1n v,hich llr. Selby waa truly 
blackmailed by a rascally lawyer, and saved frcm disgrace by Wally 
D' Arey and hie fri ends, 

Though on rare occasions the llaeter of the Third was over
written (particu larl y by the eubetitute writers who mishandled 
many fine characters) , be was a believable achoolmaeter, and worthy 
to take hie place among Charles Hamilton's greatest, 

* * * * * 
THE Sl'A!l'ELY HO!.!ES OF GliEYFRIABS 

By Brio Humphries 

The above caption, aa most llagnet lovers wi 11 well know, onoe ............... ~,--.. ---- .. ·-----,,_ ... ____ ,,...,,. ___ ,,,.., __ , ____ .... __ ..... __ 
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headed a serios by the "Oreyfrio.n, Rh,ymster", that ran for a to w 
weeks through somo of the latter llagnets. 

Tboy eay, "over., man's home is his oastlo!" . So it is with 
the Greyfrian, chaps, bs th ey high or low, llben vac at ion time 
came round at Greyfriars, Billy Bunter waa a great "fisher" after 
invit ations to one or tho othor chaps home, preferably !.laulevorer 
Towors, Wharton Lodgo or with Smithy on tho spree, We always end
ed up, one way or the other, at Wharton Lodge, Bunter used to say 
to Toddy - "We would not be found dead at Toddy's humble home! 11 

and Toddy replied, "he would be," if he came there!". 
Jnt we - not being like Bunter, or so I hope, will pay them 

a ll a visit, s.nd unlike Bunter, will find ourselves really welccme. 
It will take a irery big car to hold us all tor our journeys, 

but this being found, we a re off on our way, 
The sun shines brightly in a sky of blue aa we enter the 

sleepy old village of Frlardale ; past Uncle Cleggs shop, and ~o 
a certain cobblers shop, the home of Dick Penfold and his father, 
Wo would find the white-haired old cobbler vecy busy amongst his 
boots and shoes, and Dick, no doubt, giving him a helping hand, 
The old c obbler would pe e r at us over the top of his glasses, and 
give us heart y welcome1 but we can't stay lon g as we have far to 
go, and must get on our way. . 

From Friardale, our oar • runs swiftly up to the fishing vill
age of llawlcsoliffe; a tiny hamlet on the Kentish coast, set high 
among the chalk cliffs, We rattle and bwnp over the old cobbled 
street, and far be low there is a view of th e sea, glimmering and 
glittering in tho SUJ1111er sunshine, 

The laat few yards to old John Bedwinge' cottage are too 
steep for a car to climb, so we have to do it on fo0t, We enjoy 
the welk though and finally arrive at the cottage to find that old 

~$-. so a,------ - --------------~ 
Tom is there t o welcome us, and we are glad to be able to 

shake bonds with one of the beat fellows in the Remove, The 
cottage is spotlessly clean, and Tom was obviously aa proud of it 
ae 1f it were the finest mansion in the land, 

It was a thrill t o look around , and to recall the adv ontures 
that bavo happened there in the past I but the time camo for us to 
go , and 'l'om wovod us a. re luctant farewell. 

As we cane ..a:, from H811!cscliffe we pas ·s through the little 
village of "Pegg", and past the front door or a little cottage 

.. belonging to Dave Trumper the fisbeman 1 ,and hie son ,Dick •. of ......... . 
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Courtfield Council School. llany ' a the time old Dave baa hired hie 
boats out to the Greyfriars ohaps. 

our oar speeds on and we find ourselves in surrey. We have no 
l1 ttle difficulty trying to find a plac o called "Bunter Court", 
which, on closer inspection, turns out to be "lbnter Vil la 11• Our 
knock on tho door is answered by Kr , Bunter, who, from his looks, 
s eems to have boon having trouble with his income tax. However, ho 
invitee us in, and we are introduced to his good lady, Jira. !molia 
Bunter. llr. Bunter aoeo,s t o bo in somowbat of a hurry, and baa to 
rush any and leave us, as he goes we bear him muttering eomething 
about, "bulls 11 and 11beara" I Mrs, Bunter tells him, 11t o be careful 
dear!" but seems somewhat relieved to see him go. 

Of course , Billy, Sammy and sister Bessie are ell th ere , and 
looking fatter than eve r. Billy i s rath er worri ed because Bessie 
keeps getting on to him about a certain half-a-crown he seems to 
owe her. Wo take our farewell of the Bunters, and as we le ave, 
hear somet hing about a poeta l ordor, but have heard that ono bcl'oro. 

Still in Surrey, we pass through the town of Wimford, on 
through th e village of Emdale and finally to Wharton !,!agnus itself. 

We very soon find l'ih4rton Lodge, and Wells the butler &nnOUllCEB 

us to Col. Jamsa Wharton and hie sister llias Amy Wharton. liany ie 
th ere of course, and we find ours elve s very welcome and very much 
at home. Anoth er chap we meet at the Lodge is old "Inky", who sa,ys, 
"the gladfulness t o meet us is t orrifio ! " ond are we glad to moet 
him. 

After a few words with Col. Wharton in the library Harry takes 
us to his den, and there we go over a few of the ol d adventures to
gether. We mention ed Jlunte:r, and Harry, laughingly, recalled the 
Christmas when Bunter butted into tho Lodge and hid himself in the 
nttio. "Although!" he said, "I did not find it a laughing matter 
at th o timo!n . 

Inky told us about his home in far off Bhanipur, and montioned 
the wiso old moonsho, llook llookerjee. 

But, all too soon the time came tor us to go , and we bid _thm 
a regretful farewell. 

From Wharton Lodge in Surrey, to llauleverer Towers in llsmp
shire, is a goodly atep, but this is our ne.:rl destination. We cer
tainly seam to be covering a great deal of ground on these jounieys 
of ours, but wo romember they are magic journeys, where time stande 
still, and distance is no obj oot. 
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Of' all th o "stat e ly homes of Greyf'riars••, Jlauleverer Towers 
is, without doubt, t he most stately. It is about 10 miles from 
Winchester, and we have a littl e feeling of awe, as we approach 
the great gateway, flanked by two great pillars su:m,ounted by 
stone lions. Just inside the gate is a lodge, and an immense 
drive twists and curves away between oak and beech trees towards 
the distant house, which is on rather hi gh ground. 

We get a welcome fit for royalty from K&uly'a uncle and aunt, 
Sir Reginald and Lady Brooke, and then K&ul,y ou:erts himself 
sufficien tly to eh"" u s round. We wander round th e grounds, which 
are very extensive and cover many aoree, and Sir Reginald needs 
many keep ers, of whom Jardine is head, to koop thom .in order . 

liter our wand er round th o grounds, !Jauly eh°"" us the Towers 
themsolvos . Tho re si dential parts have boon modernised, but tho 
res t , of which an ol d turret is part, have not been changed for 
centuries. An old winding stair of stone leads the way i nto the 
turret, and this goes into an old square r<,om, which is reputed to 
be haunted . llauly •&¥a, that he himself has never seen the 
"Ghost", nor ha.a anyone else at the Towers. 

We continue our journey, and a quick run into Devonshire 
brings us to "Bilton Hall", whi ch is within eight of the great 
convict prison of Blackmo or. Hilton greets us well enough, but we 
receive a soowl from hi s chum Price, so do not at&¥ long. 

From Devonshire into Dorset, we oall at "Cherry Place", near 
the Dorset coas t, and are glad to hear Bob Cherry's cheery "Hallo! 
Hallo! Hallo! " and meet hi e fa t her llajor Cherry . 

Up into the Salisbury plain, to call at the home of llr. James 
Nugen t near Amesbury , where we see Frank Nugent and his minor 
Dicky, and meet their two sisters . 

Oir journey now takes us northward, 8lld 88 we travel along, 
think of all the Greyfria.rs ohapa we haven't been able to vi~it. 
Old Hobby of the Shell, who' e father, Sir Jamee Bohac,;,, 11.P., is 
a gant l eman tanner in Devonshire . The one-and-only Horace Coker, 
who lives at "Coker Place" in Surrey, and not of couxee f orgetting 
Aunt Judy. Coker• e chuma - George Pott e r who li ves in London, 
and Wm. Greene, on the SUsae.x coast . 

We think t oo - of Pet er Hazeldene and hie sister llarjorie, 
liviD8 nea r Brighton. Alao or llonty Be,rland, at Hove, with hie 
rich uncle Ieoao. The old Bounde r - Smithy, and hie f ather llr. 
Ssmue l · Vernon-Smith at No. 3 Courtman Squar e , London. Tom Broom 
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froo far off Taranaki, llew Zealand, where his father ie a sheep 
farmer. 

B1 this time we are getting into Lancashire, and our steps 
lead us to the town of Bur.,, where llarlc Linley lives near the 
river Irwell. Bis father is not well-off and work:e in a cotton 
factory, and llark, who came to Ore7friar,, on a scholarship had, at 
first, a hard Ume from certain el ements in the school. Dut we are 
well ent ert ained b7 llark: and his fami17, and leave feeling much 
choered b7 our visit. 

!low we visit Yorkshire - tho land of tho t7ko - tho home of 
Johnny Bull. Johnny's homo is called ''lfoor Fell" and is in the 
rlost Riding of York:shiro. Bis father is a cloth and '70oollens 
manufacturor, and o= or of many mills. Wo al so moot Johnny's 
uncl o and aunt, llr . John Arthur, and Ilise Tabitha B.111, and ar c 
ontertainad in - "r oot good otylo". It is only wbon J ohnny wants 
t o ple,y his cornet f or us that wo docido it • s time t o go, 

lt'e nearly time now to come to the end of our tour, but be
fore doing so, we really must oall at the famous old oit1 of 
Chester and see dear old Winpte at his home besides the river n.e. 
Win gate tells us that he spends a great deal of his time on t he 
river, so we can quite understand why he is such a good man with 
the oars. Bis f ath er is, I believe, a member of th e governing 
board at Oroytriara . 

A good .plaoo, and I think a vory titting ono to finish off, 
would be at doar old Oroyfriare its elf. Wo would get a very kind
ly and gracious welcome frOIII Dr. Locke, and be prese nted to lire. 
Locke, and their daughter Rosalie, After tea in the Bead's house
for we would be invit ed to ste,y for tea - Dr. Locke would no doubt 
conduct us round the school,' and me,ybe we would meet Mr. ~elch, 
who wquld give us k:1ndl1, if sai,owhat frost7 greetings. Afterwards 
a walk in the Boad I s garden, 11here wo would eoe 111.mblo tho f!l!':rdener 
hard at work, 

()Jr tour is now ovor, and it is with something akin to sad
nose \78 soc old Gosling close tho gates of Oreytriars behind us. 
As we tum up Friarda le Lane we here him mutter to himself, "Wot 
I says is this • ere I" and something about "()Jght to be drownded I 

:;:~':~.!.. th! t 
I
s, wot •. I S"ifS I ... Drat .• • em I ", ............................... .............. _ ......... . 

lJ>VllRJ'ISE Iii TIils C, D. - ld. PER WORD 
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n El~OSJ lf E CO LU ff)f) 
All ecmnunieations to ROBERr BLYTHE 

461 CARLmON RD. 1 HOLLOWAY I LO!IDON I lf
1
7, 

Following up Bill Champion 's article last month, Neil Gourle7 
gives further evidenc e of the inf luen ce of Dickens in E. S.B's 
characterizations. He deals particular]¥ with the Willards I s land 
aeries and the advent of t he one and onfy Archie Gle nthorne . As 
this seriee ma;y be someone• a favourite all ma;y not agree with what 
he aa;ys, but there i s no doubt that Neil has given us something to 
think abou t. 

THE COIIING OF ARCHIE 

A Review by IIEIL C. GOURLEY 

The subject of thi s artic l e is the llillard Island series of 
Nelson Lee o.s. 349-357, reprinted in th e S.O.L. as No. 366 ''rhe 
St, Frank' e Cadets" and !lo. 369 "Hidden Gold". 

I am not making any claim that this particular story i s 
wortby of B. S, Brooks I bes t work. It is net, The Will<U'd Island 
sorios is uninspiring in much of the writing and weak in plot. It 
be longe to tho earlier half of th o Old Series, before the author 
bed fully dov ol opod hie styl o. In part, the plot is more of a 
straight doteoti vo yarn with a school s tory background, than tho 
rovorso. Nevertheless th o series deserves t>ttontion for three 
characters. Two of th ese char noters Curtain lliggs and Bon Crako 
were only tomp orar,y dwollcrs on tho St, Frank'e sc ono. Tho ot hor 
ono , Archie Glonthorno, boe amo ono of tho three greatest schoolboy 
cre a ti on• of Brooks, • 

The plot dea .ls with the situation in St, Frank's after a 
terrible thunderstorm has wrecked part of the Ancient Bouse and 
flooded th e surrounding countryside, Since their sleeping quarters 
a re ruined, those of the Remove who are in the St, Frank's Cadets, 
obtain permission to camp out on \'lillards Island in the River 
Stowe, This island was once th e home of old John Willard a local 
ecc entric who was reputed to have carried out strange experiments 
in an old house, now in ruins, on the i s l and. Old John's eon, an 
orphan , is tho ward of Dr, Stnfford, Bendmastor of St, Frank's, 
This boy does not know his real name and passes under th at of John 
•••~• -Mo ... , __ ,,,, _____________ ... ,_ .... ,_,,_,,_ ............. -- .. ,- ..... - ......... ,_.,,, .. ..... .......... .. . ... . 
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llartin, He camps with the Remove on the island, 

The villain of the story 1e a nephew ot Old John tlillard called 
Hudson, who believes there is bidd en treaeure on the is l and, and is 
determined to kidnap John Martin; be will then find and claim the 
treneuro as nert of kin. 

To accomplish these ends Hudson enlists the aid of two barge
men lliggs and Croke, who are in search of eaey money. He also stirs 
up the manager of the Glenthorne estate, to which lillarde Island 
now be longs, to evict the St, Fra.nlc' e juniors :f'rom their oamp, eo 
that he can search for th e hidden tr easu re. 

These schemes are, ot course, foiled. The Remove Cadets re
main on tb e island, with the mora l support of a certain llaeter , 
Archib a ld Glenthorne, YOllll88Bt son of the Colqnel Glenthorne I who 
owns th e estate. Nel son Lee uncov ers the secret of the island and 
the crool<a suffer the i r just reward, 

As I sta ted ab ove the stoey moves very s l owly. lleither the 
charact er s of John Martin nor Hudson aro v ary interesting. Welson 
Loo, himself, has not vory much to do and th o r evelation of tho 
island's eecrot 1s umo coeoarily "tar-fotchod". Doapi to those hoavy 
di eadvantago a ther e ls much to admire in tho various incid ents _'and 
characters, Hand:f'orth, as usual, -is very 811Jtl8ing in his poeiUon 
as Cadets Sergeant, His dictatorial misueo of powor loads him into 
trouble from th e start. Before l ong he is handing tbick-earo out 
wholesale, and only a:otion by Certain !lipper etope a riot. A like
able trait in ,Handy's character 1.s displcyecl. att 'er bis too free talk 
hae given away one of the island's secrete to 'the eneacy. lie "i "j, W,:: 
ezpeo.tedl:y contrite and admits fully his fault before ret.rieving it 
in a typical Hsndfortbian manner, 

Another character who play s a minor role ie Enoch Snipe, !.'his 
ie a r ~al Brodes 'cad. He i s a • !}•ak, sly, a snob ~ a toad, In , 
Brooke' own words - "Enoch Snipe waa a Worm. His back appeared to · 
be sanewhat hunched and he poasesse,r a long ·soraggy -neek, -w~oh 
oaueed his head to proj ect forward. His features were eharp and 
foxy wit h protruding eyes tb11t had red rime. Altogether a moat un
pleaean~ • looking junior." ••• 

SUch a description reveals th e strong hndency in Brooks to 
create "humoure11 

• • 'l'hia name is given to the sort of character who 
ie flat b\jt sharp . A humour die plqs only one or two facet s of 
character, but these fac et s are sharply delineated and exaggerated 
out of proportion to make a vivid impression on (cont•a page 210) 
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the read.er. Most of the great Dick.ens characters are humours. 
After reading about Kioawber, the Veneerings or lire. Gamp,· "" 
often think "Be N1Dinde me of so and so who is a bit like that I". 

'l'he faot that many Brookeian characters are humours ra the r 
than fully tbree~imeneional beinsi,, is not a defect . It juet
eb""" the author bas the ability to spotlight the .chief traits of 
a ce rtain type of person , and the skill to inv ent a characte r to 
symbolise them. A cartoonist like Gil es or Strube worlce in a 
similar marmer. , .... 

Enoch Snipe is ve"ry like Uriah Heap. Once more we hav e a 
proo f that Brooks is greatly influ enced by more famous authors . 
One of the pleasures in reading the St. Frank's •861' is t o try 
and spot the origin of msny of the cbaraotere. The three authors 
whose influen ce is gre atest are Dic kens , Rider Haggard and P .O . 
Wodehouse. Lord Dorrimore and Umlosi r emind one of Allan Quarter
main and Unslopogous i'rCG Bider llsegard . The · other two wri tere 
come to one•a mind after reading the Willard I sland seri e s. 

AB mentioned ·above Snipe can be equated to Urie.II Heap th e 
snivelling hypocrite i'rom David Copperfie ld. 'l'here i s also a , 
strong r esembl an ce between the two vill ains lligge 8l)d Cro~e and 
tho famous Punch and Judy showman Codlin and Short of "llbe Old 
Curiosity Shop". Just as Codlin .. and Short run oaob other down so 
do lliggs and "Crok e. Here aro their doscriptione as visualisod by 
Brook s in a truo Dickensian mannor. · . • · . . 
•••• ,Ono (lliggs) was big and hurlj, attir~ in, a -blue sui ~ of 
t hick, coarse mat eria l with a blue Sll'Oat <>.r. &_!_ anc.ia~ pcake4 oap 
r os tod upon !Us bend at a rakish angle. Be bad a ruggiid, woathe r
boateil face ond was clean shaven . 1!1s· companion (Croke) was much 
small er - a wi~ ened up specimon of humanity, with a rough blue 
suit and swea t e r , similar to bi s compani on but woaring an ordinary 
tweed cap. He bad a black pa tch over one eye, and two of bis 
front upper tee th protruded from ~• mouth, even when the latt er 
wa.s closed ..... . . .;.. _ _ . 

The . continual back - biting between Codlin and Short is 
echoed by this dialogue • 
. • . . • "Pore ol d Ben" . l(Lid Biggs., "Bo' a only ha:l.r -a man, eo to 
speak , and this exposure will just about pUt th e fini iih· to him. 
I don 't suppose he'll live artor the mornin". Ben gave a grunt . 
"If I don't livo ten yoars lo"6'3r than you, oap 1n I ai n 't ovary- -
thing. i{cy, etriko mo timbers . a man what'• composed of bluboor 
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an• flabbin Gsa ain ' t no •oalthy bl ok:o at a.11! 11 
••• • • 

'l'heso short erlraots, whether or not thoy provo my point , 
should arouse interest in tboao two qual.nt pers ona . 

Tho main reason w~ the Willard Island : aeries will be alwa;ys 
romemberod emong r oodora of the St . Frank's Sags is tbt it intro
duces ua t o Archibald Winston Dorok Glontborno. Undoubtedly ho 
is derived from P.G, 'li'odehouso•s Bertie Wooster; be even bas his 
own Jeeves in the shape of tho "one and only, i ndispensab l e Phipps". 
I believe ho is a greater charaotor than Wooster. Archie is more 
deve l oped, and cortainly moro sympathetic. Bo is anything but 
t1dumb11

, and, despito his mannerisms, he proves, on many occasions , 
that be ie to be relied on for help in a tight corne r. 

The ohaptere of the present series which introduce .lrchie are 
among the most humourous ever written by bis creator. · 

Here is bis description as be ente rs St. Frank's for the 
firat time. ;, • , • "! tall youngster between fifteen and s ixteen, 
with fair hair, a fresh comple:rion end aristocra ti c .features. True, 
bis nose was rather large, and his chin corresponding]ysmal l, but 
he was aristocratic nevertheless . He was attired in a supe rbly cut 
lounge suit. He wore a high collar and a necktie that positively 
shimmered with silken glory . ! soft hat was set at a somewh&t 
rakish &ngl e at the back of his head . and he swung a whiP:\'Y cane 
over hie arm. His feet were encs.eed in patent l eather shoes which 
glittered l ike jet end his ankl es lit erally tlowod in n ,e.ir of 
socks w1 th groen and yollow oheck". • •••• 

Tho ettoct of the above apparition on th o Rcmovo junio r s , os
pocin l ly llandforth, oan be imaginod . Archio is first int roduce d 
into tho story !ihon Nipper and T OCllllJ' r1atson go to Glenthorno 
llanor to got permiss ion to OSl!IP on Will ards Island, dos pi to the 
harsh aotion of llr. Grady, th o ostato s.gont, in ordering the Cadets 
oft . The only mombor of tho family at homo is Ma,;tor .lrohibald, 
whom tho butlor infers is "quoor ". Nippor and Wotson moot him 
lying on a sofa in 'fearfully co loured silk pyjamas '. His fll'Bt 
words are typical ••• "Oh, there you are thenJ" be observed ''rhat 
i s , I mean to say, what?" ••• 

Despite the faot that he falls s.eleop twice dur1Jl8 hie con
voreation w1 th the two St. Fronk' s boys they i11pre88 him. Be de
cides to join St . Frank's as a pupil. Bence the above apparition 
when Arobi e arrives to interview th e He&d. This inierview is, in 
Glentbo mo' s <n".'ll words, "priceless ". To quote once moro. 
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, • , Archie stepped into the lleadsstud,Y. He was facing Dr . Sta.fford 
who was e oa.ted at his deek rogarding Archie over tho tope of his 
glasses. "Dear mo" said the Raad mildly. 

"Well , hero we nbao l utely a.rel" said Archie chattily. "How are 
you, Sir? Foa ling fit Md eo forth? Looking top bole, I might 
any. Or to be precise, th o boalth business is going strong . " •• • •• 

Such is Archi o Glonthorno . Tho rosult of th e interview with 
t he Bond nearly results in his being placed in th o Fifth Form. 
f.zchi o hnving decided to go int o tho Remove, bowevor , in hi s usual 
way persuades th e Head t o alter his decision. And in tho Removo 
ho remains till tho last St. Frank's s t ory was written. His im
portance cann ot be over emphasised . Perhaps Brooks did derive his 
characters from oth er authors, but to tho best of them ho gave 
semothing fr esh - s omothing which do serves tho adjeoti vo 
"Brookaian". 

!lipper, Tregsllis - West, Fatty Little, the Tro t woods , Reggie 
Pitt and Eull wood may all be weaker than their Hami 1 tonian 
opposites. However , Bandforth is not just another Coker, nor 
Glenthorne another o..issy, and William llapo l eon Browne ia completely 
original. It is these last three cha.ra.oters who became the chief 
support of th e later ' llelson Lee• . Without them there ~ be much 
truth in the accusation that St . Frank's was mere imitation St . 
Jim ' •• With them - combined with the myatery-echool a,j.venture 
style - the St. Frank ' s Saga is unique in tho fi old of school 
stories . The Willard Islruid sorios has a olaim to our interest in 
thnt it illustrate s tho strong, as VIOll ns tho woak side of B.S. 
Brooks• work. 

* * * * * 
It's some t ime now since I sent out en S.O.S., but the time 

has come for me to send out anothe_r. In other words, I ' m getting 
short of material . Just enough for another two issues in fact. 
So unless you want to see sane of my ramblings appear again - and 
I' m not euro that I want to , for believe me I'm 

0

lu:turiating in 
this well earned rest - than I 111\18t ask you to ·got your thinlcing 
cnps on and go to work -- pl oas o. 

P.S. Woul d you mark on your II. Se. tho total number of words . 
It makes it easier to ost i mate tho amount of spaco it needs. Ta! 
{cont'd from page 224) 
saw it , for wasn't he supposed to hnve sold n.,,.spape r s 1n tho 

str eet ?) .., , B .. L. ,_,,,.,, ... _ .... , ..... ,..i .. ...... """' ' '""""'"' ...... " '"" '""'"'" "'"'"' "''"'"" "'"' """""'"_... .................. ., ............. . ., , 
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BLF]HJF1f)f) 
Conducted by JOSJ!pHIJE PACIOWf 

27 1 Archdal e Road, Bast Dulwich , London, s.E. 22 . 

118;1 I begin 11f1 chat this month by thanking al l those of you 
who ""re kind enough to write and say such complimentary th!naa 
abou t 11f1 1'1ret e ffort in editing ' Blakiana ' . 

I do fe el , bc,,rever, that any credit is not due to me but to 
the contributors for their articles, and also to t he Agonoy and 
Herbert Leckenby for th o e.,:cellent printing and l ayout . 

· Pleaae remember I welcome your suggestions for the improvement 
of 1 Bl all:1ana• , eo don't be afraid to write to met 

Thie month I include articles by both ol d and new contributors 
to ' Bl ak1ana 1 , and I mn sure you will all agree with me that we 
must bear from them &gain, 

llext mont h, emong other things th e.re will be t he first half of 
a two-part articl e , a topical theme pertaining to the Coronation -
by our old friend Walter Webb, The second part will appear in the 
Septembor iseue. 

low , what about moro of you getting down to wr1 ting an 
artic l e? Row about giving Tinker a ebOIO? I em sure ho doservos i t 
- Md Pedro, too l So out with your pons and pape r . Ch<Jorio for 
now. 

JOSl!PIIIIIB PACIWll, 

* * * 
SYD WAIKBR AllD S!!m'OII BUKE 

l!y DEREK Sl(ITB. 

*** 
"Day nftor day, 
I'm on me way, 
Any r ags, bottles or bones?" 

Everybody, I em sure, remombore tho lato Syd Walkor . !lo brosd
caat of "Band l'lsgon" was quite th o same without him. Bvery week 
"Big Bee.nod" Arthur Askey an d "Stinke r " Murdoch would intonupt 
their comedy and hand over tho microphone to the genial jw,k man. 

llr . Ylalk:er•s spec i a lity wns n weekly humanprob l em - and it 
r eally WR8 a pr ob l em, t oo, I n oo.ch show ho woul d introduoo a brlof 
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sketch which concluded with the chief character in a believable and 
apparently ins oluble dile11111a. Then Syd would invite his listeners 
to submit t heir answer on a postcard, and give hie awn solution the 
following week. AB he put it · himself - in those rich, fruitily 
familiar tones t "What 1rould Z2!:. do, chuma?11 

The man behind the scenes - the author of the sk etches - was 
Ernest Dudl ey, bett e r known today as the "Amchair Detective" and 
th o creator of Doctor llorello . In llarch 1939 he took his partn e r-
sh ip with Mr. l'lalkor a step further. Ho team od r adio's philoso
phical junk man wi th our old fri end Sexton Blake I 

Tho Editor of the "Detec tive Woaltly" was justly proud of his 
s coop - though for some obscure reason only two sto ri e s in th e pro
posed now eorios app eared in tho pagos of Blake I s Own Paper. Both 
t ales , bor,over, wcro ratt l ing go od yarns which doserve to be ro
mcmborod . 

llr. Walker was introduced in the character by whi ch he """ 
known to millions - the rag-and -bone merchant who was perpetually 
"bumping inter some queer 1 ow-d•ye~o ' s 11

• 

The circumstances of his acquaintance with Sexton Blake were 
bri e fly ref erred to as 11that evenin ' down at Long 1 Arr,y•e 11 when 
"but for the interv ention of Mr. Walker at a critical moment, hie 
(Blake's) interest in the futur e might have ended there and then". 
A tant a li s ing allusion this, as provoking as Dr. Watson• s famod 
r eference s to tho unpublished cases of his friend , Mr. Sherlock 
Holmes . 

Blak o ' s fi r st r ecorded caee in partne rship with Syd Walk e r was 
an intriguing affair . It began 171th th o murder of a jeweller in 
hi s shop in tho Commercinl Road . llr . Walker trund l ed his wey into 
th e myetery unknowingly, for "amid th at pilo of junk that heaped 
hi s ba rrow high . ,, was th e one clu e th at would havo rev ea led tho 
id cnti ty of the. • • murde rer l" 

After the lady in the caee - whose fiance had been arrested 
for t he crime - had confided in Syd her (mistaken) impreeeion that 
he r father had actua l ly committed the ki ll ing , llr, Walker decided 
to hand over tbe problem t o his fri end in Baker Street . 

The story r an i ta exciting course to a surprising denouement; 
Judged by the strict standards Bmeet Dudley would almost certain 
l y observe today, tho tale did no t play fair with t he reader, Blake 

· w1 thhe l d the essential clu o till after he had unmasked tbe murderer. 
This criticism as ido, howovor, tho tale wae a success . It had 
the . advantage . of , some excellent . Eric Pa%kor illuetration '!J...and the 
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charactor drawing was particularly woll done. The author gavo us 
a warmly human llr. \'/alkor, a creditable Sexton Blake, a gruff 
Inspector Coutts, and a fino comic foil, for th e junk man in tho 
redoubtabl e lire. Bardell. 

But alas for Tinke r! He wasn't mentioned at all in the first 
story , and appeared only off - stage in the second. 

In the second yarn, a man was found dead in llr. Walker • s own 
house, and the rag-and-bone man was only saved from arrest by the 
timely intervention of Sexton Blake. The cause of his troubles 
this tim e was - an aspidistra! , 

Blake found "th ese problans of yours ••• ranarlcablj' interest
ing ••• I hope if you get hold of any more queer cases, you ' 11 let 
me in on them". 

llr. Walker responded cheerfully, "Anythink ter oblige, chum. 
That's me all over" . 

But it was a promise which was never kept. 
The two stories reappeared in a book published by Wright &: 

l!rown a little while l ater , Though the junk man survived the 
necessary revision, copyright requiranents forced the exo lueion of 
Sexton Blake. He was, alas, replaced by an unattractive imposter 
with an improbable name and - as I r ... ember - the face of a 11 ving 
oorpeel 

llr . Walker Wants to Know! 
\'/hat Would You Do? 

Doteoti ve '1/eokly !lo. 318. 
325. 

* * * * * 
GBORGB !.IARSlll!ll PLUIIMER 

By C!IARLBS WRIGm 

*** 
As far as wo know Plwm or 1!11/L..Qto.ai.ed..J!,Lllaxk Osborne and 

taken over by G,H,T eed . *It has been stated that ll.a1ic Darran was 
-tho orig:1.nal creator and that Osborno took ovor from him, and thon 
Teed took over from Osborne, but be that aa it ma;:r, i t was G,H, 
Teod who dove lopod the charector with whom we are most familiar*. 
Ho it was who linked PlU!llllor with lluxton llymer, Val1-i!ata-Vall and 
others, and it was also Tood who wrote tho "llllwk of tho Poak" 
sorioa of atorios in which Plummer became an Arab chieftain. He 
is, I boliovo, tho only criminal to bo fo:itured in all throe 
'Bl.alee ' publications, Union Jack, Sexton Blake Library and 

_Doteotive _Weekly, _and has _also bocn _ featurod _ .. ,on tho eta.go, and s::ron 
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In Pl tllil!ler, Bl ake is pitt od agains t a man with a fertile and 
deduct i ve broin falling vory little short of his own; so that when 
they meet, a strenuous battle of wits follows as a matter of 
course . But for an accident of birth , Pl ummer would have been the 
Earl of Sennoaks with an annual income of £60 1000 1 and having a 
crimina l kink he resented this and decided to recompense hl.mself 
free society. He joined th e London Polic e as a young man and 
showing marked •igns of brilliance he became in a year or two a 
det ective se r geant . On roaching this point, ho no longer tried to 
res tr ai n his criminal impulse s and went crooked . Knowledgo gained 
in hie detecti va wol'k ga v e him a. bold over sovora l rich persona 
and ho ccmnenocd a system of blackmail whi ch oausod him to bo 
greatly f eared in many honoured families. His inside information 
of tho working s of the ' Yard I enab l ed him for a long period to 
outwit tho polic e and he soon amassed gro at wenlth, and wils ablo 
to livo in th o l uxury be loved. It was of course Sexton Blake who 
discovered the double life that Plwmner was leading, and exposing 
him een t him for a • stretch I to Bl eakmoor Prison. Plummer es
caped and recommenced bis crimina l activities , and join i ng forces 
with John Marsh, an ex - financier, planned huge swind l es which 
wou ld have st artl ed the wor l d , but Sexton Blake always etepped in 
in time and nipped his s ch emes in th e bud. 

PlwmDer was very clever at disguises and impersonatio ns and 
would have made a brilliant character de tectiv e- inspector and 
actually took his place for a week or more at Sco tland Yard. !lo 
one there bad the least sus pic ion , and bis exposure only came 
about by Blak e noticing bis eyes . In these eyes there is a 
pecu liarity which even Pl ummer, with a ll bis skill at disguises, 
cannot a lt er. lloma l ly they are stee l- grey, but when be is angry 
or excited they change to agate green with the pupils cont r acting 
and dilating like those of an enraged oa t. 

Pltllil!ler was cold, cunning and ruth l ess. He also bad the 
power to overawe and ru l e tbs lesser lights of the criminal world • 
and the whole globe was bis bunting ground . One of bis most 
amazing exp l oits was when be adop ted the llohammedan religion and 
lived in the Biff count:cy of llorocco for several y ears as an im
portant man in th e amy of Abdul lCrlm, taking the name of Salcr- e l
Droog (Hawk: of the Peak). He actually helped bis country once 
during the 1914 - 18 war, in th e story "The Case of the Geman 
Tr ador " - Union Jack !lo. 575, wherein :Blake r emarked that George 
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llaraden Plumer had all tho pluck inhorent in a Bri thher1 but 
this praise did not prevont Sanon Blalco from hunting b1J:I and 
nullify1.ng hie schemos, and many woro th o battles fought botwoon 
tboao two tonrldablo opponents . 
•I havo 1t on vocy roliablo authority that Plummer was croatod by 
Lowis Carlt on (vide "The lien from Scotlnnd Yard Yard" , U.J. No. 
222), Bnd that Oeborno did not toko aver until U. J. l!o,315 "rhe 
Swell llobs man". J.P. 

* * * * • 
THE Sll?OB llLAXE LIBJWrf JUJiE ISS'UES 

lie . 289 The Case of the Swgg l ed Currency. Hu.eh Clevely. 
Thia tale is a smasher - a ' g&,n8-Bmaahar1 - in faot. There 

is no one to beat llugb Clevoly for a genuine crook-thriller, aa 
distinct from the usual tireeome who-<iun- it . In thie ripping yarn 
he rivals Dashiell llamnett or ~end Chandler for exciting action, 
Bnd convincing eituation. The charactere are all excellent I the 
crooks, the people involved with them, and the police. Blake is 
admirable. 

There i s neve r a dull moment in the whole boolc, which is the 
beat S.ll.L. we have had for months . I have no need or desire to 
dlaaect it in any "~ • Just read it for youraelr , Ohl aod note 
th~ beaut1full7-<lrawn cover by Eric Pan:er . 
lie. 290. The Secret of the Indian I.Ayer. .lnthony Parsons . 

Detenuned to be topical, Parson s pla ces thio otory during the 
Coronation. Unfortunate l y, he has Edward Carter - ugh I - doing hie 
' pools• . Perhaps, however, the7 were the J.u.atral1an aeries • 

.lotually , this 1a quite a good tale , aod, apart from a few 
lapseo similar to the above , I quite enjoyed it . Blake did his 

- ,rtutt-qu!tr-.tri"i51 entl;i' , but was over-shadowed by that Coker ot 
Scotland Yard, 1 Sooper • 'Claudius VeMer. Uter Clev-el y ' a aenaible 
and convincing Inapeotor 'Jl'oed.1!<e, the clowning cf Venner seemed 
craaa beyond words, Bo hao all th e Coker attributes, including the 
courllll" , but wcul d bo bettor placed in th o Jl'ifth-Foxm, rath er than Scotland Tard . 

Two queries . Surely, if Leeson could read the car number on 
page 47; he should have been able to see the faces cf the oroolca 
and the colour of the chauffeur's liv ery . And what bn earth is a 
grin of pure ri,.ffiahnaas. J.:rt:r,,q, Tinker achieved one on page 20 , ------



but it seems e. shocking contradiction in terms. wcus e. non 
lucendo. GERRY ALLISON. 

* * * * * 
THE ROUND TABLE 

July 1953 
( Correspondence to H. ll. Bond. 10 Erw \'/en. Rhiwbina. Ce.rdiff.) 

I have he.d several letters from Blake fans rema:rl<ing on the 
recent "Daily Sketch" serial "Sinister Sequence" to which I referr
ed in these columns last month. It oerlainly was spotted by our 
mutual good friend Herbert Leckenby , who, in e. recent lett e r re
marked "What about 'Th e lferl llove 1 "?, Well, as I told you, I 
wrote to the Editor of the "Sketc h" telling him e.ll about the old 
U.J. serial and suggesting that this time hi e. newspaper we.a !for 
handing out something •new and original• e.s they claimed. Some 
weeks (yes weeks!) po.seed and I gave up hope of ever receiving s 
reply to whe.t was, of oours e , a letter which was hardly compliment
ary to a national newspsper1 and then a short while ago came this 
r opl y r-

Dear Jlr. Bond, Thank you for your lett er . I was very interest
ed to hea r about the serial story in "Union Jack". llowever, 
s ino c this was a good many y ear,, ago, I f ee l that the idea will 
bo neY to the majority of Daily Skotch roe.ders. llany thanks 
for writing to me. Yours sincerely, H.E. Clapp. Editor. 

Of cours e , this is the kind of reply th e.t was to be e:ipeo tod, but I 
nm still under the impression that the old U.J. serial gave some
body an idea. If this was so the "new and original" claim waa mis
used, but if, on the other hand the person respon s ibl e for the 
"Sequenc e Sinist e r" did think it out for himaelf then here 111 an
other uample of a "great minds think alike" ooinoidenoe. 

I have just returned from a fortnight I s holidq in Blaolcpool, 
and, as on previous yeare, I was able to really get down to reading 
sa11e of the Blake stories which I have necessarily bad to "shelve" 
during th e last twleve months. It was inde ed good to be able to 
lie on a sunny bee.op and brows o over Blake and I ca,n 1111e.gino that 
quite a lot of our res.den will be similarly aoployed during the 
next f"" months. J.z,yw~, t o all thoee going on holiday, I sq, 
take a pile of old and now 1Blakos 1 with you and have a good tilae. 
ff,,.,_ .... , .... _ , .. __ .. .,.,NO,fOI--•·-··-.,.·---.. --- ... -, ............. _._ .. __________ _ 
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I have a dozen or so duplicates of S,B,L. lat series volumos 
rrhich might bo of use to s omoono, but I do not wish t o sell thm> -
I want to swop, So if any of you othor fans have duplicatos of 1st 
or 2nd aeries volumes, psrhaps you will contact me and I will lat 
you know the numbers and titles avsilab le, I might add that all 
these books are complete and a.re i n quite good condition, 

Cheerio for now, 
H. IIAUllICE BOJID, 

LONDON SECT I ON 

Sundy June 21st 1 1953, Fourteon members graced 27 Archdale Road, 
the original meeting place of The Old Boy,,' Boole Club, This wae 
the first time for quite awhile, so many memories were awak:enod, 
Chairman Len was in sparkling form and his opening romarlcs soon 
made overyono welcome. As Unclo Benjamin wos on his hols, it foll 
to 1oure truly to officiate in his place as aeoretary. l!inutes 
etc,, were duly road and s igne d, likewise the t re asurer 's report. 
Even with the recent expenditures, i .e ., books for tho library, it 
was seen that n pleasing balance still remained. After furthe r 
discussion on various aapects regardi ng the library, we were treat
ed to one of Josie Paclcnan's bumper spread s, during which all prs
sent endu1ged in book l ore 11natter 11

• 

Next came a humorous reading ''The Old Boys t Dinner" Oreyfrl.8l'B 
Holiday Annual 1932. This was follwed by a General JCnwledge Q.dz 
won by Charlio Wright 22 points, second John Oeal with 20, Josie 
and Len Packman following with 18 poin t s each out of a. possible 28. 
Eileen Whiter then oeme to the fore nth a new idsa in quizz 's1 
this caused great enjoyment. Charlie Wright was i n vsry good form, 
winning this competition also, with 10 points. Bob Blyths then 01111<1 

second with 9t. Roger Jenkin gained 3rd pla ce with 9 pcints. This 
gave a merry wind up to another cheery meeting, enjoyed I'm sure 
by all, 

July meeting we.a fi:s:ed for the 19th with the vsnua "Cherry 
Pl&ce" 706, Lordship Lano, Wood Green, London, li. 22. 

BO.BEm "CIIEBI!!" \lllnllR. 
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WE IC!II' DI IWICHESTER 
by The Edito r 

*** 
Yes, it did rain in Manchester on the occasion of the gathe .... 

ing of the clans on June 21s t, but no more than elsewhere, an d it 
dampened no one 's spirits. 

Everything wen t according to plan. I got in firet, was met 
br Bal'l'Y Dowler and Phil Warren and five minutes later the Mereey
side contingent arrived . A littl e refreshment, then back to E:1:
change St ation to meet the Leeds am Huddersfie ld members who 
arrived dead on t ime, and two more Mancbeeter men. Then on t o 
Belle Vue wher e we were joined by Cliff and Mrs. llea:rds e ll. I>.lring 
the tour of Manchester• s famous entertainment centre there was an 
incident . Christine , watching the polar bears f eed dropped her 
purse in the pool . The denizens apparently finding it indigest
able disdained it and it was r ecovered for her by an attendant . 
Then the score of hUJ18?7 human animals also went off fo r a feed , 

Later, the whole party was conducted by Hal'l'Y Dowler to bis 
home, where Krs . Dowler doubt l ess wondered "when' s the laat one 
coming in". Anyway , the hour spent there was a happy finish to a 
very enjoyab l e day. It was a particularly pleasant occasion for 
me for I had the opportunity of having a peep at Harry's "den", 
something I had been l ooking forward t o for twelve years. 

Then nll too soon came the time far departure to vari ous 
dostiru,tions. 

One 11JUSt not forget a word of thanks to Haro ld Ogden for 
making the Belle Vue arrangemen ts. 

Yes it was another of those grand occasions when one met pen 
friends in the flesh for th e f i rst time. 

Those who were ther e . Haro ld Ogden , Harry Dowler, Erio 
Humphries and Phil Warren (llancheater); Don llebster, 1'rank Caae, 
llorman Pragnell , H.W. Switzer and J. llartlett (Li verpo ol); Cl11'f 
and Mrs. llea rd se ll (Stockport); Gerry, Mrs. and lloll;y Allison, 
Vera Coates, llorman Smith and 13111 Willi amson (Leods}; Cyri l Banks 
and Chri st in e (Huddersfield) and Herb e rt Leckenby (Yorlt). 

llorthern Sec t ion Notes , Owing to postponement of June 
Meeting report ne:rt month . 

Future Meetings: Members please talce careful note, July 18th 
Au6"st 15th, Sej>tember 12th. 

Something Special, At the July meeting will st art the reading 
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of t he famous Fr ank Rich a rd s • story "r he Boy Without a Name". It is 
propo sed t o complete i t at three sittings. A.a only ve ry very few 
are fortunate enough t o possess this story, her e • e about the only 
chanc e you ' re lik el y to have to enjoy thi s epic story. Come in 
orowde. 

* * * * * 
IIIDLAND SECT! ON IIEErING 

Jun e 15th, We had a nove l programme for t onight, bei ng booked to 
t ackle a Greyfriare crossword iw:z le and some anagrams, prepared by 
a staunch and popular member, llr. Alb ert Cl ack. 

They were ve ry cleverly constructed and gave us much mental 
exerci s e . In faot , I have never seen the boys and girls so quiet 
and good at a meot ing . Quelchy would most ce rt a inly have approved 
of our air of peace ful industry. Even cof f ee and biscuits st 8.5() 
did not roally stop us, and wo spent practically the _whol e evening 
on th em. 

Eventually two members f inished, (our Chairman' s Wife and the 
Club Treasurer); and re cei ved their prizes ami dst hearty applause. 
Several othe r members made quite a good showing. 

A vote of thanks t o Albe rt was very heartily applauded. Ob
vi ousl y he is en e:i:pe rt at the kind of thing, but even so it must 
have tak en a considerable amount of time to pr epare these for our 
enjoyment . 

EDWARD DA VEY. Bon. Sec. 

* * * * * 
IIEBSEYSIDE SECTION 

June l.4t h1 The attendance on this occas ion """ a little smaller 
than usual, due , no doubt , to the poor weath er, there were, how
ever, sufficient members present t o make a really enjoyable meet 
ing. J.fter the formal business bad been disposed of , t he chairman 
dealt with a number of sec tion matt ers. These inclu ded consi der
ati on of the a rran gement s for our birthd ay party in September , and 
a.lso of a. trip to Uenchos t er to join our Northo rn Soction friends 
in a "got-t ogot hc r" . A nu.mbor of mcmbors havo aocoptod th o invi 
tation , and it shou ld be a most pl easant outing. 

Don informed us th at Horbe rt Leck enby bas been pr esen ted 'Iii th 
a Coronat ion modal, and said be r1as sur e all present woul d be 
ploaeod to join him i n offering congratul a ti ons t o our popul a r 
............. _ ............ -.... _ .. __ , ................... _._.. ................ -....................... _ ............... , .... _._ ... ,, ... _. ............................................................... . 
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magazin e editor. 
After refrosbmebts we indulged in a gamo of "Eliminations"• 

which provided good 1'un and somo ingenious tlolutions. Tho library 
business rounded off a vory "froo and 0118 :Y" night, and all too 
s oon the time for departure arrived. 

F. CASE. Sec . 
,0,.,,- .... , ......... , .... ,, ... ,,, .. N••<""""" """' ' '"""".,,,..,_ ,___..,., .. , .... , .. _,_ .. 

[etter ... Box 
FRAliK RICIIARDS LOOKS BACK1 AIID FORWARD 

Dear Herbert Leckenb;y , J ul,Y 10th, 1953. 
liany thanks fo r the c.D. I like very much Eric Fayne's art!.cle 

"Coronation Days". How well I remember writing that Coronation 
story in 1911. I have never se en it since: but I remember thattlie 
print er made an error in printing "das 11 in ste ad of 0 der" in a 
Goman sentence in the story. Or was it 11der 11 instead of 11das", I 
wouldn 't be quite certain at this time of day, but I r omembor that 
whichever it was, it ought to havo been tho other! I wrot e the 
story in Vevcy, on th e shore of Lake Looan. The "glitt ering gold 
sovereigns" in the Tom lolerry Coronation story touch a n osta lgic 
chord! How hard t o remeober now that we once had real money in 
thi s country I 

You ma;y be int e rested to hear that I have written a new 
"Bill,Y llunter" play for t e levision, - quite now, not an adaptation 
of one of the books. As ;you may guess, I was very pleased when the 
BBC. requested the same. It is scheduled to appear on TV. on Jul,Y 

7th . With kindest regards, 
Always yours sincerel,Y • 

FRAllK RICIWIDS. 

* * 4 * * 
SOUNDS Ilfl'RIGUING 

14 Crescent Lane, 
Clapham Park , s.w.4. 

Dear Herbert Leokenb;y, 12.6.53. 
llany thanks for ;your l etter . 
You asked about TD/I book. It's called "WHISTLE uP THE DEVIL" 

•••-... -~·--•-,,_, ___ ...... ., .. - .......... .,., .. .,, .. _,,, ,_,, ,HIC•"""_ ...,.,,,_,.,,..,,_ ...... ..,_,,, ..... , .... ,., .... ,.,,...., ............. _ ..... ,.,,, .. HI--H-
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~~~~-~(~3>--~~~~~~~~~ 
anc1 bu ;luat b- · pabliehe4 bJ Joma Qlttord IA4., ot Clladag X a.I. 
('°71•'• Bocbholl9) at 9/64. it•• s, nm ... ,.a.teoun noz,
abou\ a "•eale4 roe.• IIU4ff 11114 another ":lllpo,pibl•" on.. 

I had a lot ot tun Wl'i Uag U Ulll a gW to •• it 1a prim 
- a poor thiag but lliDe """• • ~ - r.aldl:e41 

I tom: the libertJ ot 4e41oetiag it !O ft.Ill: RICIWIIJS w1:\h 
thanlce for M11J bappJ hou.n •pent with the bop of an,trian, 
Rookwood an4 St, Jill••, for obriow, N&llona, I oow4 nenr ba 
autt i oientlJ gratatul to Jfr, llalll.lton tor openina the llllgio portala 
ot realiDg tor me. I bepn with the l(apet at the IIC" ot 10 eno1 
lumo been going nrong ner eipoet 

Cheerio tor now, 
BiDoarelJ, , lllllllK lllrr!!, 
• • • • • 

1111, C ,B. CIW'til18 .t.m'OBIOGJW>BY 

44, Bigtmoc,r Ill, Canreha, BN4ing, 
Dear Jfr, Leok .. bJ, 6, 5, 53. 

'l'hanb tor ,oar letter and the •Colleoton 1 D1gu1''. 
Aa 7ou r-.zlc th• lli:noiDpllll &ttai r - a t oolieh, but n U. 

aame ttu, a u.liciow, hou. 
Bacu41nc the autobiograpb;f - U ie elowlJ tlkiDg ehape. 

Toure ahoarelJ, 
C ,B. CB.tJIII.W, 

• • • • • 
~I 24, llngliah SUNt, 

Dear Barben LeclcenbJ, Longtown, Cumberland, 3,6,1953, 
Barwith find P.O. nlue 3/3 1D JM111118Dt fen, the liq ancl JDD& 

numba:re ot the C.D, reoeivecl , 
!he cover piotura ot the June Dlllllber NO&lle 1N110riee ot 42 
~ Tiiel.0")90l'llolil-U..,, an4 tna ... aolear noolrdtm 

ot a triolld e811ding .. 4 0- wrapped up 1D a puoel ot olothing, 
the numba:re being 173,174,175 and 176, I a the h11pp7 poeaeeaor ot 
the tint three, tbanka to 111U.. lfaniD, an4 the oloeing llnoe ot 
175 re..i thaa, •ira ahall lten two or t!ine lmDdNCl pow,4.e beWMII 
ua," 'l'ca Kerr, r.as..r, "end I thiDlc we'll blne a aoo4 bU ot it 
1D a Coronation oelebraUon at 81', Jta•e ... wllatt• And. the janio,,e 
acreecl that thq -14. Aa eoon u I •• the oorer picture ot the 
June C,D,, I blew that I Md •- it baton., ,42 1- llllfl• llat 
upe and 40lfDe aiDce then, ........ a- 1'hall upe pel'bape, 

About the llacnet 1911 Coronation mmber •nUone4 1D the .r ..... 
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c.i>., a.. 175 oontaiu • l'iown ,,on .,._ in81de ot u. baolc ....-r 
called 'fhe llnc'• Oaff\;-lib~ ~ _. tlla bottaa 1'M41Dg utollona 
"I ban tbb 4q nod-4 • ......, '* '~ nng.. •7""2' cr-t 
and noble llng Oe~tb. ~.• '' . -~. in bill quid 
1111g11.i,. "Be bu ubd -,t ~ ~ • fWlmi :triend J1arZ7 llbar\on 
i., London, 80 tbat be ~ tbanli: ....rii- penon tar ba'rinc ...... tbe 
lite ot bia gueatt• "B:t.p, bip, lmrralal" :,elled the junion. 

ntb p,o11. w1ue., 
Youn ainoeNlT, iOllll!! n:nsa. 

J. OIi TDII DBISSUO DOlll POR IWIIll?O• BDIWIDB 
Locking tllrou&h a OOJIT ot •.robn Bull' tor October l,tb, 1910, I 

oamo acroea a couple ot pan. wbiob I tb1nlt will interen tbose 
old-timore wbo r-ber tbe lloyw' Priond and ita hmow, editor. 
llere tbe7 aro ,- · 

rrom the .Amal.-,.ted Prall• Liaited, the f•owt taot017 ot the 
lonholitte hekliH, llr. BmiUon ~ ia Mllll1Dg a t;rpwritt .. 
appeal tor tunda in aid ot a London •-bo:re • Clu.b ot wtiioh the 
ttuateee are llarl ftntenon, Sir Bdmund r.r-tle and bineelt. 
The idea ct a club tor tho -bo7 ie aoellct. U will proricle 
him Jrl.th clining, rellcling, noreation and billiard -· 1lln llr. 
:lllwnda ie b;r DO • .. ans bapJIT in bie fervour. lie deeo:ribee bis pro
tegoe ae being ellPfl9d in the •ale ot nenpapera "the l<M9n, ..,.1; 
WlbePP7 and demoraliaing toni ot bo7 labour", wbiob ie roup cm 
acme of bi• t:riende. <GIT lldulte aell .Tohn Jllllll 

Then llr. Mwarda goea on to 11,q "You baff • .,.. him 7ounelt in 
the atraeu ••• a poor litUa balt-ataned ~rel, al1'88d;r in bi• 
glance the OWIDing of tho potanUal orillinel, tallilia:rind traa 
tho hour ot bill birth with all tho aordicl degrading mid damn1ng 
0>7e ct tbe au-rpcl, flung into tho nreote to battle tar hi-1t 
ao that deatin;r n:ritablT cl:riff• him to -11 the nnlcll ct the 
booligan, the ......t:rol and tho o:rilliDal ow•••" J.ttor bu U 
••- abollt time tbat tbe Landcm n .. bo;r bollbed up to ult bi• ....,._ 

- ~~• lifi!'elitio~• ~'1iuliilfln..., ot. &'ofin't'iu - ~ 
orillinal toraOMll l Be i8 DO - a pol.atial o:rimnal tllml 1le ia 
a potantW Prima 11:1.abter or a potanial clinotor ot tba .a..lp
Pl'N• t • 

( .. 11 I -r bat mob time tor that ol4 naoal llaratio Bott.._ 
when he wu eclUor ot .Tomi Bull, bot I F•• it I - •- hi• 
-11h at tbe time X ebOlllcl ban qreacl w1 th bi.a on tbill par
ticular ooouicm &llcl IQ" <MD ta-..ita aclitar would haw9 8balc• on 
bia N4e.tal. to - 1'ba1; hia :r-.zb ...,. unkind 11114 tllOllau 
weal.a be patting it llil4l;r. I wcmdn wba1' -r;; trallw Ni4)it be 
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